Spring 2026 newsletter

Herefordshire Museum
Service Support Group

Thanks to all our existing members who have renewed their subscriptions and a warm
welcome to our new members who have enjoyed our spring events and opted to join
HMSSG.

Welcome to spring and our first newsletter of 2026. We decided to defer sending this to
you just after Easter as we awaited various updates but not all had arrived by our
deadline. Apologies for the long delay between our last update and this.

March saw a group of us visit the Museum of Cider as a
follow up to the talk at HARC by Elizabeth Pimblett in
October last year. The museum has recently been granted a
long loan of some rare examples of cider glassware which
Elizabeth introduced as a key part of the standing glass
display. There are ambitions to buy the glassware should the
owner agree to sell. There could not be a more fitting place
for their new home than in Hereford, to some the HQ of
cider. Othersin Devon, Somerset, Kent and other places
may not agree.

The other exhibits featured there are fine 18" century glasses
from an age in which cider was regarded like a fine wine than
a rough drink for farm workers with a thirst. High quality
glassware was a sign of discernment but much did not
survive beyond its life use and the collection held here is
unique. In the 19c costrels and horn drinking mugs
accompanied farm labourers into the field and formed part of
their wages along with handled crock frog mugs.

Elisha Mason, Collections and Archives Officer, along with Elizabeth, had arranged to
display various artefacts showing how cider was an international drink and part of
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history in many countries as diverse as mainland Europe and USA. The Pomona was
displayed as a documentary catalogue of apple varieties and as artwork given the
quality of the colour plates produced over eight long years by the Misses Bull and Ellis.
Then, as now, taxation was a subject which riled many and cider was no exception for
politicians keen to boost the war chest and the exchequer take.

The Babycham faun made an appearance as did period
newspaper pieces, a cider tax token and Walenty Pytel’s
maquette of a bird. The commission, originally for a
woodpecker to tie in with the Bulmer iconic product,
morphed into a kingfisher. A striking piece nonetheless.
The crock woodpecker held his ground though as one of the
most recognisable pieces of UK product promotion. Once
the formal guided talks and tour were concluded time was
spentin the new Pop exhibition exploring sparkling drinks
and their place in modern consumption. Thanks to Museum
of Cider team for hosting us. Do look out for the series of

talks during this autumn and winter on a variety of themes
tied to cider and its place in history, far and wide.

April offered an opportunity with an invitation from Dr Katie Miller of the Museums and
Galleries team to see the newly acquired gold ring purchased with monies from Headley
Trust, our colleagues at Friends of Herefordshire Museums and Arts, and ourselves.

The find, a gold finger ring over 300 years old detected close to
Goodrich Castle is complete, a flat broad band engraved on the
exterior with highly accomplished floral motifs. The decoration
consists of six alternating triangular panels each displaying a lily
with central upright stamen detailed with crosshatching, with the
petals of the flower open in a V-shape at the front to expose the
centre of the flower. Angled lines on the inside of the petal denote
shading and depth. On each side of the flower are triangular leaves
that have a central midrib with short projecting notches running
down either side depicting the leaves' veins. The edges of the

leaf are serrated, with a series of V-shaped notches.

Each panel has an oblique border. Three are wide flat bands engraved with the
inscription, which appears to read EN (floral motif) /BON (floral motif)/ AN (floral motif)
‘en bon an’, a good year, similar to inscriptions found on other pieces of the period.
French phrases and mottoes were associated with gifts and expressions of love in 15th-
century England.
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Further research into this piece is warranted and Katie Miller agrees. Once doors are
open in Broad Street the ring will be on display in the Life on the Edge gallery. We plan to
have it on display at our AGM at the History Store on Monday 7" September. Thanks to
Sue Furnival for the photograph.

It’s a wrap! Museum on the Move has at last the van wrapped in its pristine custom
designed livery. The official launch will be at the school of the winning flag design in the
next week or so. Keep an eye out for press coverage and we will say more in our next
newsletter. Having asked if the van has a name | suggested Van Morrison or given that
this is a museums and galleries facility possibly Van Gogh!

Thursday 25" June 2026 10.30-12.00

History Store Costume Collection Talk and Tour
Tickets £7.50 per person

Sally Mansell, Costume and Textiles curator will host us for a talk on some of the
highlights of the collection held at History Store, followed by a visit to the store to see
some of her favourites. One of the most important costume collections in the UK, we
are fortunate to have such treasures at close hand. Due to limited space in the stores
area this will be limited to ten people. First booked and paid, first served.

Payment of £7.50 per person please to HMSSG, Lloyds Bank sort code 30 90 89,
account number 32122868. Please use Event in your payment reference and email
dzn20@aol.com and give names and number of people attending.

As we must limit the number on the store visit for this event
we will arrange another date for those who cannot attend
on 25" June. Please email Denise on dzn20@aol.com to be
advised of a second date.

Our next programme of talks and events is being planned. Members will receive details
as soon as confirmed. Avoiding peak summer periods, we shall break in July and
August and resume in September through to November. Again, some talks and events
will relate directly to the collections held for the people of Herefordshire, and others of
wider cultural interest and themes.
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Save the date: HMSSG AGM Monday 7*" September 2026 at History Store, Friar
Street, Hereford.

Programme and time to be announced. All are welcome at this public meeting.
HMSSG members please bring a friend to hear about us and what we do.

Farewell and thank you

We were saddened to hear that Damian Etheraards will be leaving his postin the
summer for pastures new. Originally appointed to head the museum redevelopment
project and manage the operational museum team, the remit was then expanded to
cover the overall cultural landscape, highlighting how essential is cultural engagement
for the public wellbeing, as well as a boost to the economic regeneration in this county.
The museums team is now at full complement and working well with their day to day
roles alongside as a collective working towards the collections being displayed once
the Broad Street building is ready to receive them. Individually and as Friends of the
Museums Service, Damian, we would like to put on record how much we appreciate
what you have achieved. Your positive legacy will be clear in the museum once those
doors open. Your experience and skills have been brought to bear in many ways since
you arrived early in 2023 and you have led by example in meeting numerous challenges.

We have enjoyed working with you on various initiatives. Whilst we may not always have
agreed initially we have always found ways to achieve the goal together.

Broad Street redevelopment

Many members will have seen the recent piece in Hereford Times on the risk levels for
Shirehall and HMAG projects being uprated. HMSSG Trustees and committee have
written to Herefordshire Council seeking clarification on time lags in the project, and
emphasising that a news vacuum on public projects leads to unnecessary levels of
mistrust amongst a public keen to hear when the doors will open in Broad Street for free
access to the collections held by the Council on our behalf.

We are none of us unaware that at times of increased pressure on finances means
every public pound counts. In public projects regular updates are key especially when
complex plans for complex sites mean delays and further costs, whilst undermining
targets to open the doors. We have asked that Council from now on place regular
updates —the good and the bad news —in open press. We shall update you on how
things progress and their response to us and indirectly via local press coverage.
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This is to introduce you to our Membership Secretary Chris
Bucknell. It is Chris who sends out reminders about membership
renewals, maintains our membership records, and circulates our
newsletters and events promotions. Thanks for doing a great job
Chris.

We would remind all members to update us if any contact details
or bank details change so that Chris may keep our records
updated. Thank you.

Denise and all Trustees and committee of HMSSG wish you an enjoyable, culture rich
summer. If the cultural overload becomes all too much, there’s always ice cream!

For more information about HMSSG or any of the items in the newsletter contact:
herefordmuseumgroup@gmail.com
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